Golden Goa
death reached Malacca, the fortress which commanded the strait
of that name and was the nearest Portuguese settlement to San-
chuan (Macao, which is quite close, not being founded till five
years later), the authorities immediately decidecj to recover the
body and sent an expedition which aniyed at the grave on 17
February 1555, nearly three months after Xavier's death. On
exhuming the body they were astonished to find it in a perfect
state of preservation. Evidently the lime, thrown in at random by
Santa Fe, had been of such a quality or strength that it had acted
as a preservative and not as a solvent. The Portuguese, however,
held the body's freshness to be a miracle, one altogether in keep-
ing with the saint's record, and, taking it to Malacca, there re-
buried it in a coffin.
When the Viceroy was informed of these events, he sent to
fetch the saint to Goa. The reception of the coffin at the wharf by
the entire population of the capital, its transport through the
streets in state, and its deposit at the Jesuit College of St. Paul, an
institution situated about half a mile east of the Professed House
and the Bom Jesus, were conducted with a pomp very different
from that which had attended Xavier's own arrival as Papal
Nuncio.
When the coffin was opened, the body was found to be still
perfectly fresh. In the following year it was exhibited, a large
number of people being allowed to approach and kiss the feet. On
this occasion a lady, called Isabel de Carom, bit off a toe which she
carried away in her mouth as a relic.
It became the rule to exhibit the body every year for a few
days. Pilgrims came to see it from all over the Goanese territory,
an area of some sixty by thirty miles, and alms flowed into the
coffers of the Society. Before the end of the century another toe
disappeared, though who bit it off was not observed in the con-
fusion and excitement of an occasion when the crowd was very
dense and miracles were reported. In 1614 the Pope asked to be
sent the right arm, which was duly cut off and forwarded to the
Vatican. A few years later Xavier was canonized.
In 1624, when the body had been in St. Paul's College Chapel
for seventy-one years, it was removed to the Bom Jesus. The
change of sepulchre was celebrated by a Mass attended by every
notability in the city. It was witnessed by the Italian traveller,
Pietro deDa Valle, and is described in Ms Fiaggi*
The body has lain in the Bora Jesus ever since, having survived
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